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ABSTRACT: The wrappers of the first twenty livraisons (parts) of the “Nouveaux recueil de planches 
coloriées d’oiseaux, pour servir de suite et de complément aux planches enluminées de Buffon” have been 
discovered in the last two decades. However, while the wrappers of two livraisons are known 
from Cambridge University, Department of Zoology (Balfour Library), the only complete set 
known to date is in a private collection, but we present here the discovery of a new complete 
set, the first known in a public institution. 
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The “Nouveaux recueil de planches coloriées d’oiseaux, pour servir de suite et de complément aux 
planches enluminées de Buffon” (Temminck & Laugier, 1820-1822, 1822-1839) appeared in 102 
livraisons (parts) where its main author, Coenraad Jacob Temminck, described many bird 
species. Dickinson (2001) and Dickinson et al. (2022) emphasized the crucial importance for 
ornithological nomenclature of the first twenty livraisons comprising 120 plates, especially the 
wrappers in which they were issued (the wrappers served to keep the content together during 
the years before binding). 

For these first twenty livraisons, the plates appeared before their respective text and bore 
only the French vernacular name. The scientific names, and their correspondence to the plates, 
were mentioned on the back of the wrappers. By contrast from the twenty-first part onwards, 
plates and texts appeared at the same time. As a consequence, livraisons 1-20 on one hand and 
21-102 on the other hand should be seen as two distinct works (Dickinson et al., 2022). As the 
wrappers were very often discarded when the different parts were bound, the discovery of 
the first twenty wrappers was essential to correctly date the names newly introduced by 
Temminck (see Dickinson et al., 2022). 

Until 2010, only the wrappers of livraisons 13 and 20 were known (Dickinson, 2001); they 
come from a set obtained by Professor Newton and held in the Balfour Library, Cambridge 
(for reproductions, see Lebossé & Bour, 2011). In 2011, one of us (AL) discovered and for his 
own collection purchased, from an antiquarian bookseller, nine wrappers from the first twenty 
livraisons, including eight new ones: 7, 10-12, 14, 16, 18 and 19 (and 13 a duplicate of that 
known from Cambridge). Lebossé & Bour (2011) published photographs of the ten wrappers 
then known, including 13 and 20 from Cambridge. The same year, the wrappers for livraisons 
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1 and 2 were located in the State and University Library of Gottingen ! and shortly afterwards, 
AL found a complete set of all twenty livraisons and their wrappers in a private collection and 
was authorized to photograph them. This allowed Dickinson (2012) to publish the last ten 
wrappers, i.e., 1-6, 8, 9, 15 and 17. Thus, until late 2022, almost all these wrappers were in the 
holdings of a private collector. 

Very recently, one of us (CG) discovered a complete set of wrappers for the first twenty 
livraisons (Figures 1-20) in a public institution: the Abbeville Library (Picardy, France). * 

Created in 1643 by Jean de Boulnois, head of the town’s high school, the library of 
Abbeville is one of the oldest in France. It became public in 1685 when its collection was 
enriched by important donations from clergymen, doctors and lawyers (Labitte, 1869: 1). By 
the end of the 1860s the library held no less than 38,000 items (Labitte, 1869: 2) and other 
donations followed, notably from wealthy naturalists such as Jules Duchesne de Lamotte 
(1786-1860) and his son Paul (1823-1870). Jules was one of the initiators of the Abbeville 
Museum in 1833 (see Lefebvre de Villers, 1890, and Delignieres et al., 1904). After the death of 
Paul Duchesne de Lamotte, the family natural history collection was given to the museum, 
while their personal library became part of the town's library. Among the many ornithological 
works thus bequeathed, Temminck's work is almost complete. Less than fifteen plates seem 
to be missing out of the 600 that make up the Planches Coloriées and only the wrapper from 
livraison 90 is missing (its six plates are, however, present). ? Temminck's work is known to 
have been published in two formats: in-folio and in-quarto. The Abbeville copy is of the latter 
and is identical to the set discovered and photographed in 2011 and now in AL’s collection. 
The comparison also showed that the wrappers from livraisons 1 and 2 are like the one in AL 
collection (i.e., different than those held in Gottingen). 

The discovery of this new complete set, the only one known to date in the collection of a 
public institution, is good news considering the importance of the first twenty livraisons for 
the nomenclature of names newly introduced by Temminck. Other sets may be waiting to be 
discovered in other libraries. A list of subscribers to the Planches Coloriées could help locate 
other sets and, why not, wrappers. 
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! The wrappers held by Gottingen show small differences with the wrappers of the same livraisons in the AL 
collection and we shall explore these to see what can be learned. In the latter, the wrapper of the first livraison 
contains only the list of names and no text (Figure 1b). The text only appears from the second livraison 
onwards where the only sales agents is Dufour in Paris (Figure 2a); Amsterdam only appears from the fifth 
livraison onwards (Figure 5a) and the sales agent d’Ocagne from the twelfth onwards (Figure 12a). In the 
former, the text following the list of names appears in the first livraison in which Dufour the sales agents are 
listed from Amsterdam as well as Paris. 

* The copy in Abbeville is made up of seven parts registered under the following numbers: #1: A-19-B-164(1), 
#2: FA-19-B-164(2), #3: FA-19-B-164(3), #4: FA-19-B-164(4), #5: FA-19-B-164(5), #6: FA-19-B-164(6), and #7: FA- 
19-B-164(7). The plates are mixed up and the livraisons are not in sequence. In fact, Duchesne de Lamotte did 
not bind the plates and text into five volumes as suggested by Temminck in his Tableau Méthodique issued in 
livraison 102. Instead, he seems to have used the wrappers to group the plates by ‘family’ or ‘genus’ and this 
name is generally found on a white label at the top of the front of the wrappers. 

3 Note that the wrapper of the last livraison (i.e., 102) has a different front cover design and the sales agents in 
Paris are no longer Dufour and d'Ocagne, but Levrault. 
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Figure 1a. Wrapper to livraison 1, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 1b. Wrapper to livraison 1, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 2a. Wrapper to livraison 2, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 2b. Wrapper to livraison 2, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 3a. Wrapper to livraison 3, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 3b. Wrapper to livraison 3, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 4a. Wrapper to livraison 4, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 4b. Wrapper to livraison 4, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 5a. Wrapper to livraison 5, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 5b. Wrapper to livraison 5, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 6b. Wrapper to livraison 6, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 7a. Wrapper to livraison 7, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 7b. Wrapper to livraison 7, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 8a. Wrapper to livraison 8, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 8b. Wrapper to livraison 8, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 9a. Wrapper to livraison 9, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 9b. Wrapper to livraison 9, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 10a. Wrapper to livraison 10, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 10b. Wrapper to livraison 10, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 


ISSN 2045-4651 F994BD81-C725-44D1-BD13-D15AB4D95C8F Published 17 February 2023 


Gouraud, Lebossé, Boinet & Hue Zoological Bibliography 2023 8(8) 


Figure 11a. Wrapper to livraison 11, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 11b. Wrapper to livraison 11, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 12a. Wrapper to livraison 12, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 12b. Wrapper to livraison 12, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 13a. Wrapper to livraison 13, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 13b. Wrapper to livraison 13, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 14a. Wrapper to livraison 14, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 

[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 14b. Wrapper to livraison 14, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 15a. Wrapper to livraison 15, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 15b. Wrapper to livraison 15, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 16a. Wrapper to livraison 16, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 16b. Wrapper to livraison 16, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 17a. Wrapper to livraison 17, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 17b. Wrapper to livraison 17, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 


ISSN 2045-4651 F994BD81-C725-44D1-BD13-D15AB4D95C8F Published 17 February 2023 


Gouraud, Lebossé, Boinet & Hue 144 Zoological Bibliography 2023 8(8) 


‘A PARIS, 


ape 
PE, DOCAGNE, LIBRAIRES, QUAI VOLTAIRE, N°. 15, 


receyoir les Souscriptions,etde fournir les Liyraisons 4 mesure qu’elles paraitront. 
ze Ag * #44 
, mime Maison de commerce , sur le Rockin, n’. 139- 


par betel 


Jorprimorie de A, Broa. 


Figure 18a. Wrapper to livraison 18, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 18b. Wrapper to livraison 18, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 19a. Wrapper to livraison 19, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 19b. Wrapper to livraison 19, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 20a. Wrapper to livraison 20, front. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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Figure 20b. Wrapper to livraison 20, back. Photographed from Abbeville Library. 
[Photo: Christophe Gouraud]. 
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